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Brief Report on the One Day National Conference on 

Ensuring Social Justice in the Era of Globalization: Issues and Challenges. 

Held on 29th May 2017 at University Law College, Bangalore University, Bangalore. 

The Chief Guest for the day was Sri. V S Ugrappa, MLC, Prof. (Dr. )R S Deshpande Rajiv 

Gandhi National Fellow (ICSSR),Prof. ( Dr.) Muniraju, VC Bangalore University, Bangalore, 

Prof. (Dr.) B K Ravi, Registrar, Bangalore University, Prof.(Dr.) G.B. Reddy and Prof. (Dr.) 

V.Sudesh Principal, Chairman, Dean and Faculty of Law, University Law College, Bangalore 

University,  welcomed the Guests for the Inauguration. 

V. S. Ugrappa Sir highlighted that people superficially sometimes encourage Social Justice 

without knowing that access to Social Justice is dependent on Reservation system. He also 

highlighted the provisions of the Indian Constitution and implementation of the same is so 

crucial. Many a times the sufferers is mostly vulnerable groups like Women, Children, Labours, 

and backward caste people and without reservation system it is impossible to attain Social 

Justice to all these groups. He also highlighted the issues with respect to Right to Food, Right 

to Life includes Right to Food. But these days issue is sensitising among the people in a 

different way, leading them to dilemma. 

Dr. R S Deshpande Sir highlighted that everybody is equal and should be accessible to social 

justice but in India a person’s class, status and position in the society is dependent on the caste 

he is born and caste system. Intelligence of any person in India is evaluated on the basis of his 

Caste and Surname carries his social status. Until and unless a person is ensured Justice in all 

field without considering his caste, Social Justice to everyone in the country cannot be assured. 

He also highlighted the contribution on Dr. B R Ambedkar to assure Social Justice in this 

Country. He also highlighted the method in which economics and economic status and 

distribution of resources in a country contributes to the status of a person and Social Justice 

can only be assured by elevating his Socio, Economic status in the country. 

Dr. Muniraju Sir, V C said that as there is a drastic increase in too much of business oriented 

approach and companies coming up in and around Bangalore. And students from Karnataka 

having gained top ranks in various courses, Because of Globalisation there is a demand for the 

launch of B.com.,LLB and BBA LL.B course in University Law College, Bangalore 

University, Bangalore. Shortly the University will going to have a serious discussion on it.  

Dr. B K Ravi sir said that globalization is a process where all countries started following 

United States of America. Therefore instead of calling it as Globalisation it may be called as 

Americanisation.  

Dr. Chandrakanthi. L as Co-ordinator of the programme rendered the votes of thanks, with 

that the inaugural session winded up.  

PLENARY SESSION 

Plenary session was presided by Prof.(Dr.) G.B. Reddy, Osmania Univeristy, Hyderabad with  

other distinguished Resource persons are: Prof.(Dr.) Ramesh , Dean and chairman Law 

Department, University of Mysore; Prof.(Dr.) Bismi Gopalakrishnan, chairperson, Law 

Depart, Univeirsty of Kerala ;Dr. Punith .P, JNU New Delhi ;Prof.(Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, 



Deand and professor, VIPS, Delhi, Dr. M. Vishwanath, Depart. of  Law, Karnataka University, 

Dharwad. 

Prof.(Dr.) G.B. Reddy  Spoke about the History of Social justice by mentioning the celebrated 

case Vasanth kumar vs State of Mysore and Contribution of  Mysore govt  in appointed Millers 

Commission on that issue. He highlighted the role of govt and law, its implementation for the 

betterment of the Society. In India, affirmative action is interchangeably used for ‘reservation’ 

which is a contested terrain. It tries to redress the historical injustices and disadvantages 

suffered by some groups/communities. Those who oppose this, they argue that in rectifying the 

injustices, the policy of reservation produces different kind of injustice. The supporters and 

critics, both evoke the passionate reactions on the subject. Usually, affirmative action involves 

and generates a state’s preferential treatment policy towards a particular group. There are 

various rationales given for affirmative action policies in different societies. However, in most 

cases, it seeks to articulate and address the question of structural inequalities being confronted 

in a society by different groups/sections in societies. To put it in a positive light, it tries to 

invoke the idea of fairness towards hitherto excluded and disadvantaged groups. Also, it tries 

to work for the redressal of unjust inequalities by way of temporarily redistributing or 

reallocating the scarce resources/goods that we have. Affirmative action can be defined as a 

‘formal effort to provide increased employment and educational opportunities for 

underrepresented and disadvantaged groups at a level sufficient to overcome past patterns of 

discrimination and present structural inequalities’. As a policy it attempts to ensure the 

inclusion of disadvantaged groups that were hitherto excluded from full participation in 

citizenship. 

 

Prof.(Dr.) Ramesh Spoke on Marginalised sections of the Society. He highlighted the issue 

of Religious Globalisation and its negative impact on the Indian Subcontinent, there is a need 

to look into the policies of the govt to achieve the real meaning of the social justice. There is a 

need to evaluate the impact of globalization on women in India and also to know the positive 

& negative impacts of it on the position of women in India at present. The ruthless game of 

globalization can only go on at the cost of the flesh and blood of ordinary people: the vulnerable 

are offered on its altar. People (women and men) do not hesitate to use members of their own 

kind, so long as faces remain invisible, in support of their own interests. For a patriarchal, 

capitalist, consumerist, globalize society, the lives of women and children become expendable. 

 

Prof.(Dr.) Bismi Gopala Krishnan highlighted the role of Judiciary in ensuring the socio 

economic justice in India. She has highlighted the Concept of Judicial activism our Supreme 

Court has contributed to such recognition to a very large extent by giving directions to the 

government from time to time seeking compliance under its contempt power and many a times 

by legislating exactly in a manner akin to the legislature. Such instances of judicial intervention 

call for a need to closely scrutinize the essence and the constitutional perspective of the law 

making function of judges in distinction with the constitutionally conferred legislative powers. 

Judiciary has become the centre of controversy, in the recent past, on account of the sudden 

intervention. The area of judicial intervention has been steadily expanding through the device 

of public interest litigation. The judiciary has shed its pro-status-quo approach and taken upon 

itself the duty to enforce the basic rights of the poor and vulnerable sections of society, by 

progressive interpretation and positive action. The Supreme Court has developed new methods 

of dispensing justice to the masses through the public interest litigation.  

 

 

Dr. Puneeth.P has given the statistics of wealth of the rich class of India and the Govt policies 

which are not in favour of the Poor. The continued rise of economic inequality in India – and 



around the world – is not inevitable. It is the result of policy choices. Governments can start to 

reduce inequality by rejecting market fundamentalism, opposing the special interests of 

powerful elites, and changing the rules and systems that have led to where we are today. They 

need to implement reforms that redistribute money and power and level the playing field. 

Specifically, there are two main areas where changes to policy could boost economic equality: 

taxation and social spending: Progressive taxation, where corporations and the richest 

individuals pay more to the state in order to redistribute resources across society, is key. The 

role of taxation in reducing inequality has been clearly documented in OECD and developing 

countries. Tax can play a progressive role, or a regressive one, depending on the policy choices 

of the government; Social spending, on public services such as education, health and social 

protection, is also important. Evidence from more than 150 countries – rich and poor, and 

spanning over 30 years – shows that overall, investment in public services and social protection 

can tackle inequality. Oxfam has for many years campaigned for free, universal public services. 

 

 

Prof.(Dr.) Rashmi Salepekar spoke on today’s’ globalized world, women, who occupy half 

of the population are in conflict of much needed and expected an empowered role to be 

performed or to be remain protected under the veil of traditions and systems. The present 

research paper argues that role of law in empowerment of women is Conflicting in nature. 

Gender based laws have viewed women as gendered subjects as Subordinate and in need of 

protection. At the same time few laws are also Challenging women’s prejudiced secondary 

position in the society. Thus, a constant Conflict is seen between protection and empowerment 

of women with the help of Law. Due to this conflict, women are not getting social justice.  

 

Dr. Viswanathan .M spoke about the Economic policies of India are Unrealistic and are not 

reaching to the needy people. For the Betterment of the society there is a need of good policies 

and the honest service from the beurocrats. The dominant approach to economic policy has so 

far failed adequately to address the pressing challenges the world faces today: extreme poverty, 

widespread joblessness and precarious employment, burgeoning inequality, and large-scale 

environmental threats. 

 

Paper presentation followed by lunch, around seventy papers have been presented on various 

themes in different four technical sessions. 

 

Themes for the presentation are : Affirmative Action and social justice; legislative and 

administrative actions on social justice; judiciary response on social justice; economic policies 

and social justice; social justice for marginalised sections of the society. The sessions were 

headed by Prof. Dr. G. B. Reddy and Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dr. Ramesh and Dr. N. Dasharath, 

Dr. Vishnath and Dr. Joythi Vishwanath, Dr. P.Puneeth and Dr. N. Sathish Gowda.  

 

 

The Conference closed with distribution of certificates with thanks to all participants in various 

capacities.  


